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INTERNATIONAL PEACE CONFERENCE 


The Czar of Russia proposed this conference which first met at The 


standing with Russia when the Russo-French Entente wasformed. After 
Bismarck fell from power in 1890 the Entente met with no successful 
opposition. The Triple Alliance, however, was still stronger than its 
dual-league rival, so France made overtures to England and in return for Havue in May, 1899, with another assembly in 1907. A Permanent Court 
an agreement from France to leave England a free hand in Egypt, England of ~bitration with duly appointed delegates from all nations was estab- 
allowed France the same provisions in Morocco, and the formal Entente lished. The purpose was to codify the law of nations, establish rights of 
Cordiale was the result. Thus the Triple Entente, comprising England, bell igerents and aliens, modify the horrors of war, and arbitrate national 








ORIGIN OF TRIPLE ALLIANCE AND TRIPLE ENTENTE 


The father of the German Empire, Bismarck, was also father of the 
Triple Alliance. Like the German Empire the Triple Alliance grew out of 
the Franco-Prussian war. Bismarck sought to isolate France by depriving 
her of any possible allies. In 1879 a dual-league was formed between 
Germany and Austria. As Bismarck desired to strengthen the alliance 
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and enlarge the membership, in 1880 he succeeded in inducing Italy to France, and Russia, was brought about to preserve the “balance of questions. In 1910 Andrew Carnegie placed in the hands of trustees the m5 
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join with Austria and Germany. These three nations by this agreement power” in Europe, against the Triple Alliance composed of Germany, sun. of $10,000,000, the income of which should be used to establish univer. BP POS 


sal peace. In 1898 the Czar of Russia invited the nations to a discussion 
of ‘he means of assuring peace for all peoples of the world, and as a re- 
sult the first peace conference was held at The Hague in 1899, twenty-six 
nations being represented. 


Austria and Italy. In October, 1912, another political force appeared in 
the Balkan league, comprising Bulgaria, Servia, Montenegro and Greece, 
which carried on a determined war with the Ottoman Empire, concluding 
in 1913. 
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Map showing KIAO-CHAU (Germany) in China and its distance from ‘Japan. 


were to aid each other in wars of defense, but not in case of aggressive 
warfare. Bismarck tried to bring Russia into the league but trouble in 
the Balkans led to Russia breaking away from the alliance, and in 1SS7 it 
came to asettled end. Soon afterwards France brought about an under- 
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CHRONICLE OF NATIONS INVOLVED 


SERVIA 


This is an independent kingdom of eastern Europe and was 
anciently inhabited by the Thracian tribe, subsequently form- 
ing part of the Roman province of Moesia. e Servians, or 
Serbs, entered it in the seventh century, and ‘along with the 
Bulgarians established empires in the Balkan peninsula. In 
the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries the tomans frem 
southern Asia conquered both the Servians 4nd the Bulga- 
rians. They also conquered Hungary but wer@repulsed from 
Vienna, and the aid rendered by the Servians im the defense cf 
Vienna saved that city. During the occupation of the Balkan 
peninsula by Turkey, Servia was a Turkish proyince but never 
lost her racial consciousness or national aspirations. In 1878 
she was declared independent of Turkey byjthe Treaty cf 
Berlin, and since that time Turkevy’s power in the Balkan pen- 
insula has groW® steadily less. In 1913 Servia, Bulgaria and 
Greece united forces against Turkey, Which resulted in her giv- 
ing up valuable territory bordering on the Aigean Sea. The 
northern border of Servia touches the eastern porcer of Aus- 
tria- Hungary and Servians have always thougm 
desires to annex Servia to herself. The At 
Prince was assassinated in 1914 by a Servian 
claims that the assassination was a result of a 
the Servians. Demands were therefore ma@ae upon © 
Servian government which were assented to BD, Servia with 
the exception of Servia not permitting A istro-Hungary 
officials to sit upon the boards of inquiry regarding acts of 
conspiracy by Servians against Austrians. This was one of 
the causes that led up to the war. 
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AUSTRIA-HUNGARY — 


This is an extensive monarchy in central Europe, in- 
habited by several distinct nationalities and consisting of two 
semi-independent countries, each with its own parliament and 
government, but with one common sovereign and army and 
also a parliament common to both. It was originally formed 
in the region of the Danube and has existed jas a state for 
something like a thousand years. The present emperor, 
Francis Joseph, belongs to the House of Hapsburg which has 
ruled Austria for six hundred years. The policy is dictated 
by Austrian statesmen. From the earliest ‘times Austria 








has been one of the most reactionary powers of Europe. 
Count Von Buol was the Austrian representative at the Con- 
rere of Paris in 1856 and Bismarck, annoyed at his vanity and 

isposition, said: ‘Could I be for one hour as great as Count 
Von Buol thinks he is all the time, my glory would be forever 
established before God and man.” Austria still possesses 
important sea ports on the Adriatic and her desire for territory 
in the Balkan peninsula comes from an endeavor to reach the 
Mediterranean and to prevent Russia from reaching it. 
Servia is the pivot of the Balkan states and is in a direct line 
between the Orient and Europe. Any Power occupying the 
Balkan peninsula would be practically in control of the Suez 
Canal. One of the finest harbors on the Me literranean is 
now in Greece and pot Austria and Cermany aré counected 
with this splendid port only by rail through Servia. Austria 
wants to control the territory of the Balkan peninsula in order 
to use this reute to the Mediterranean, which she once tried 
to reach through Italy but failed.‘ ‘ 
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RUSSIA 


This is one of the most powerful empires of the world, 
comprehending most of Eastern Europe and all of Northern 
Asia. In the European part of Russia the population in- 
creases annually at the rate of one and one-half million. Her 
population is mostly Slavic, so that her racial sympathies are 
with the people of the Balkan states. At the same time she 
desires a foothold on the Mediterranean, as her ships can now 
reach the Atlantic only through the Baltic Sea or through the 
Dardanelles from the Black Sea. MRussia’s advance to the 
Mediterranean was first made in an attack upon Turkey in the 
middle of the last century and Great Britain was terrified for 
fear Russia would obtain possession of Constantinople and the 
Balkan territory, thus establishing a position in which she 
would menace Great Britain’s Oriental posse’sions and ob- 
struct her route to the sea. This is what led to the Crimean 
War in which Turkey, France and Great Britain, with the 
assistance of Sardinia, ended Russia’s ambitions in this 
direction. Russia doubtless entertains hope that she may 
yet gain Constantinople or some other territory on the 
Mediterranean; and if she does not, she will endeavor to pre- 
vent Germany or Austria-Hungary from doing this. 





GERMANY 


Germany is the name given to those states which constitute 
the German Empire a includes Prussia, Saxony, Bavaria, 
Wurtemberg and more than twenty other principalities or 
states. The constitution of Germany is based on the decree 
of April, 1871, and the presidency of the Iimpire is the 
privilege of the King of Prussia to whom belongs the heredi- 
tary title of German Emperor. The prerogatives of the 
Emperor are to represent the Empire in its relations to other 
states, declare war, and conclude peace, to contract alliances 
and conclude treaties, ete. Bounded on the east by Russia, 
on the west by France and Belgium, and on the north by 
Denmark and the Baltic Sea, it is in a strategie position. 
German statesmen hope for the time to come when Austria 
will become a part of the German Iimpire and in that event 
should Austria control the Balkan States with the Mediter- 
ranean seacoast, Germany would have what she has long 
wanted in the great harbors and sea ways for developing her 
maritime power. The creation of the present German Empire 
was largely the work of Prince Bismarck who became the first 
Imperial Chancellor. In 1879 he formed an_alliance with 
Austria and three years later with Italy. This Triple Alliance 
as itis called, has been renewed in several subsequent years. 
It was Bismarck’s desire to secure Germany from attack so as 
to enable her to develop her industries in peace, partly by the 
maintenance of a powerful army, and partly by alliance with 
other powers. 





FRANCE 


France is a maritime country in the western part of Europe, 
forming one of the most extensive, populous, and influential 
countries of the European States. Bounded on the north by 
the North Sea and the Strait of Dover, on the northwest by 
the English Channel, on the west by the Atlantic, and on the 
south by the Mediterranean Sea, she has ample scacoast. 
She was defeated in the Franco-Prussian War of 1870 and 
has always since desired to regain Alsace-Lorraine from 
Germany. She is an open ally of Russia as there exists a 
Triple Entente between Great Britain, Russia and France 
which was formed to oppose any possible aggression of the 
Triple Alliance between Germany, Austria and Italy. It is 
quite natural then for France to desire to unite with Russia in 
attacking Germany. 








ENGLAND f 


England, including Wales, is the southern and larger portion 
of the island of Great Britain. It is hounded on the north 
by Scotland and on all other sides it is washed by the sea. To’ 
the south is the English Channel, to the east is the North 
Sea and on the west is St. George’s Channel and the Irish 
Sea. The coast line measures something like twenty-eight 
hundred miles and the length of the country ig about three 
hundred and sixty-five miles, its breadth being two hundred 
and eighty miles. England is an important factor among the 
European Powers of War. She has ceased to have any fear 
of Russia taking India from her. However, the conflict 
between Great Britain and Germany has grown steadily, and 
ingland docs not wish to see the German Empire stretch 
from the #igean Sea to Holland. At the same time Great 
Britain is in sympathy with Servia, Bulgaria and Greece as 
well as Italy. Itis more than likely that in chodsing between 
two evils England would favor the domination of Russia in 
the Balkan peninsula rather than to see Germany have a hand 
in any part of that territory. 





ITALY 


Italy is a kingdom in Southern Europe consisting in main of 
alarge peninsula stretching south between the Adriatic Sea and 
the western part of the Mediterranean. While Italy is a 
party to the Triple Alliance with Germany and Austria it 
would be with reluctance that she would join with them in an 
attack upon Servia, for she does not forget Austria’s destruc- 
tive and cruel domination during the nineteenth century. 
It was but fiftv years ago that Austria tried to thwart the 
unification of Italy. England and France were friends of 
Italy from 1850 to 1860 when Austria was ber oppressor, and in 
which Prussia took no part. 





BELGIUM 


Belgium is a kingdom of Europe bounded on the north 
by Holland, on the northwest by the North Sea, and on the 
west sud south by France, sud on the east by tio Duchy of 
Luxemburg. Its greatest length is one hundred and sixty-five 
miles and its greatest breadth one hundred and twenty miles, 
with an area of about twelve thousand square miles. The 
population is the densest in Europe and is composed of two 
distinct nations—Flemish, who are of German extraction, and 
Walloons, who are French extraction. The Belgium consti- 
tution combines monarchical with a strong infusion of the 
democratic principle, and the executive power is vested in a 
hereditary king. 





SWITZERLAND 


This is a federal republic of Central Europe. The greatest 
length is two hundred and ten miles and the greatest breadth 
one hundred and twenty-six miles, the tota ‘area being almost 
sixteen thousand square miles. According to the constitution 
of 1874 there is absolute liberty of creed. The Swiss are a 
mixed people in race and language. German, French, 
Italian and a corrupt kind of Latin are spoken in different 
parts of the country. 





THE HAGUE TRIBUNAL 


Sixteen of the assembled powers created The Hague Tri- 
bunal by causing each Power to delegate for six years repre- 
sentative members of a Permanent Court of Arbitration, the 
main duties of which were to remind prospective belligerents 
of the existence of a peaceful method of settling differences 
and to decide all questions submitted for its consideration. 
The Second Peace Conference met at The Hague in 1907 and 
was attended by representatives of forty-four nations and 
questions of International Law were codified. The Third 
Peace Conference was agreed to be held at The Hague in 1917. 





Air-Line Distances in Miles Between Principal 
European Cities 
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Copenhagen! 200 550, 530) 475, 675, 725) 8380)7,020) 850)_.... 

j | | | 





Value of European Coins in U. S. Money 


























{ 
la | | Value in 
CouNnTRY | ota Monetary Unit | U.S. Gold 
\ . Dollar 

Austria-Ilungary . Gold Crow: ; £.20.3 
Belov 2a ae iGold... + Bhs 
Denner een Gold . aeaepera. 7 Saes . 26.8 
Prance..........|QGold "°c: Gea ; i238 
Germany... 45 4 ARON...) SU... oe 25.8 
Gt, Britain, . 0. Gold. a Pound sterling. .. 4.86.64 
Gresce.. 4 (SOI 2 Beatin S, eee 19.3 
Maly... ., ee cieelde) eee 19.3 
Netherlands, : 2.10801) y:/5 PAGED va. Bes 40.2 
Norway... occ. Oi nen. sabe . 26.8 
Portugal... ... »..}G@old’ wv. | Watreis), eee ee 
Bssia.... Adycu 2 (Cle eens ee nee sol) 5 
SUG... ., ay vpn (Oke: IM eeeiahe . - y eens HES 
Sweden... 1+... sGGld...sheOwn... . os oeeeet . 26.8 
Switzerland...... Golds Siban c..") een .19.3 
Durkey.. ide SAE TABhe?. . pp elie O04. 4 
DECISIVE EUROPEAN BATTLES OF THE 


CENTURY 


TRAFALGAR—Oct. 31, 1805. The British fleet (31 ships) 
under Nelson defeated the French-Spanish fleet (38 ships) 
under Villeneuve, Gravina and Alva. Nelson was killed. 
inded the sea-power of Napoleon. 

AUSTERLITZ—Dec. 2, 1805. The French (65,000) under 
Napoleon defeated the Austrians and Russians (82,000) 
under Kutusoff. Resulted in peace of Presburg. 

LEIPZIG—Oct. 16-19, 1813. The Prussians, Russians, 
Austrians and Swedes (300,000) under Schwarzenherd 
defeated the French (180,000) under Me odlon Killed and 
wounded for Allies 54,000, for French 40,000. Secured 
liberation of Germany, and the first abdication of Napoleon. 

WATERLOO—June 18, 1815. The British, Dutch and 
Germans (67,000) under Wellington and later the Prussians 

(50,000) under Blicher defeated the French (72,000) under 
Napoleon. The end of the Napoleonic Wars. 

SEBASTOPOL—Sept. 8, 1854. The French and English, 
under Pelisser took the Russian fort commanded by Gort- 
chakoff. In the siege the Russians lost 102,670 and the 
Allies a larger number. Ended the Crimean War and tem- 
porarily destroyed Russia’s Mediterranean power. 

SEDAN~—Sept. 1, 1870. The Germans (250,000) under 
William I. defeated the French (84,000) under Napoleon 
III. and Marshal MacMahon. Decided Franco-Prussian 
War. Led to the overthrow of the French Empire. 

PAARDEBERG—Feb. 27,1899. Large English forces under 
Lord Roberts defeated a smaller force of Boers under 
Cronje. Resulted in English annexation of Orange Free 
State in Mav and of the Transvaal in October, 1900. 

PORT ARTHUR—Jan. 1, 1905. The Japanese land forces 
under Nogi and fleet under Togo captured the fort com- 
manded by Stoessel after a 148-day’s siege. Russian 
losses, 28,200; Japanese, 57.780. Resulted in the elevation 
of Japan to the position of a world-power. 

ADRIANOPLE—1913. The Balkan States against Turkey, 
resulting in a readjustment of boundary lines. 
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